IN RE: APPLICATION OF COLBERT ET AL. 
PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT ACCOMPANYING REQUEST FOR FILING DIVISIONAL APPLICATION UNDER 

37 C.F.R.§ 1.53(b) 


AMENDMENTS 


In the Title 


Please amend the title by replacing the present title with the following: 


-- METHOD FOR CUTTING SINGLE-WALL CARBON NANOTUBES-- 

In the Abstract 

Please amend the abstract by replacing the present abstract with the following: 

- This invention relates generally to cutting single-wall carbon nanotubes (SWNT). In 
one embodiment, the present invention provides for preparation of homogeneous populations of 
short carbon nanotube molecules by cutting and annealing (reclosing) the nanotube pieces 
followed by fractionation. The cutting and annealing processes may be carried out on a purified 
nanotube bucky paper, on felts prior to purification of nanotubes or on any material that contains 
single-wall nanotubes. In one embodiment, oxidative etching with concentrated nitric acid is 
employed to cut SWNTs into shorter lengths. The annealed nanotubes may be disbursed in an 
aqueous detergent solution or an organic solvent for the fractionation. Closed tubes can also be 
derivatized to facilitate fractionation, for example, by adding solubilizing moieties to the end 
caps.- 

In the Specification 

Please amend the specification as noted on page 4, paragraph 11 of the Request by 
inserting before the first line of the specification the following: 


-RELATED APPLICATIONS 
This application is a division of co-pending prior application Serial No. 10/000,746, filed 
/^2. on November 30, 2001, which is a continuation of prior application Serial No. 09/242,040 filed 
on September 13, 1999, which is the 35 U.S.C. § 371 national application of International 
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